December 17, 2005

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS,
Washington, DC, December 14, 2005.
Hon. ToMm DAVIS,
Chairman, House Committee on Government Re-
form, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing to you
concerning the bill, H.R. 4436, to provide cer-
tain authorities for the Department of State.
There are certain provisions in the bill which
fall within the shared Rule X jurisdiction of
your Committee. Specifically, I refer to the
language in section 4 of the bill relating to
increased limits applicable to post differen-
tials; section 6 of the bill which extends the
authorization of personal services con-
tracting authority that waives civil service
laws and danger pay allowances; and section
7 relating to official residence expenses.
Based on discussions between the two com-
mittees, I will change the language in this
bill as called up to include a modification in
section 4 (e) relating to reporting require-
ments to include your Committee and to
sunset the authorization in section 6. Sec-
tion 7 will remain as in the introduced bill.

In the interest of permitting this Com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to the floor
consideration of this bill, I request your
Committee to waive further consideration of
this matter. I understand that such a waiver
only applies to this language in this bill, and
not to the underlying subject matter. I will
urge the Speaker to name Members of your
Committee to any conference committee
which is named to consider this bill.

I appreciate your willingness to allow us to
proceed. I will insert this exchange of letters
into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD

Sincerely,
HENRY J. HYDE,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM,
Washington, DC, December 14, 2005.
Hon. HENRY J. HYDE,
Chairman, House Committee on International
Relations, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter concerning the bill H.R. 4436 to pro-
vide certain authorities for the Department
of State. I concur in your judgment that cer-
tain provisions which you mentioned fall
within the jurisdiction of your Committee.

Based on conversations between the two
committees and your agreement to make
certain changes in the language which will
be considered under suspension of the rules,
I am willing to waive this committee’s right
to consider the bill. In so doing, I do not
waive its jurisdiction over the subject mat-
ter of the bill. I appreciate your commit-
ment to urge the Speaker to name Members
of this Committee to any conference com-
mittee which is named to consider this bill
and to insert this exchange of letters into
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

I appreciate your cooperation in this mat-
ter.

Sincerely,
ToM DAVIS,
Chairman.

———

HONORING MR. BILL PAULI ON
THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIRE-
MENT FROM THE CALIFORNIA
FARM BUREAU FEDERATION

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, December 16, 2005

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Bill Pauli for his efforts and contribu-
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tions to the agricultural industry for his years
of service as President of the California Farm
Bureau Federation.

Although Mr. Pauli is retiring, his dedication
and commitment to enhancing the quality of
agriculture in the State of California will always
remain sincerely appreciated.

Mr. Pauli’s passion for agriculture led him to
pursue a Bachelor of Science Degree in agri-
cultural economics and business from the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno. He emerged through
the industry as a product of some of Califor-
nia’s most celebrated wine grapes and Bartlett
pears in his home town of Potter Valley. Mr.
Pauli’s endeavors also led to the establish-
ment of the award-winning Braren-Pauli and
Redwood Valley Cellars.

Colleagues, friends, and family alike hail Mr.
Pauli as someone who has exemplified gen-
uine concern and dedication to the progres-
sion of American farmers. Mr. Pauli’s advo-
cacy for agricultural issues dates back to the
1970s. He stood before the United States
Congress to address farm concerns and
served as a member of agricultural organiza-
tions such as the State Compensation Insur-
ance Board, North Coast Grape Growers As-
sociation and Tri Valley Growers Cooperative.

Serving as the President of the state’s most
active and esteemed agricultural organization,
Mr. Pauli established many enduring programs
that have revamped the image of the Bureau.
Among them are The Farm Bureau Leader-
ship program which has brought vibrancy to
the organization. In addition, Ag in the Class-
room is highly esteemed as an educational
tool, and The Plan to Protect California’s Fam-
ily Farms has added to the Bureau’s dedica-
tion to preserve the efforts of California farm-
ers to provide the highest quality products.

In addition to his extensive profile of agricul-
tural issues, Mr. Pauli has been an out-
standing member of his commnity. He donates
much of his time to protecting and ensuring
the welfare of the residents of Potter Valley
and serves as a volunteer chief of the Potter
Valley Fire Department.

When asked what he would miss the most
upon leaving his post, Mr. Pauli answered,
“The people, the opportunity to see the peo-
ple, to see their farms and ranches.” It is
through the efforts of people like Bill Pauli that
California is the breadbasket of the world. It is
with a great pride and gratitude that | rise to
thank and honor Mr. Pauli for his thirty-five
years of commitment and loyalty to the citi-
zens of California.

————

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT RE-
STORES SUPPORT FOR INTER-
COUNTRY ADOPTION

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 16, 2005

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
am pleased that yesterday our colleagues in
the European Parliament voted unanimously in
favor of an important measure urging the Ro-
manian Government to settle the cases of ap-
plications for international adoption which have
been in limbo since the Romanians imposed a
moratorium in June 2001. The amendment
was successfully offered to the European Par-
liament “Report on the Extent of Romania’s

E2591

Readiness for Accession to the European
Union.” Final approval on the report was
adopted by the Parliament on December 15.

Amid credible allegations of corruption in the
adoption system in Romania, the European
Union had put intense pressure on Romania
four years ago to impose a moratorium on
international adoptions. In June 2004, Roma-
nian Law 273/2004 enacted a permanent ban
on international adoptions and, in practice, the
law was being applied retroactively to cases
that were registered before the ban came into
effect on January first of this year. There were
approximately 1,500 cases pending in which
the children had been matched with parents in
Western Europe, and 211 cases had been
matched with adoptive parents in the United
States.

As a party to the Hague convention on
Intercountry Adoption, Romania has agreed to
certain international standards and Principles.
In fact, intercountry adoption is a recognized
as a legitimate option for children who have
not found permanent placement in their coun-
try of origin. The amendment adopted by the
European Parliament is consistent with this
principle and urges settlement of the pending
cases “with the goal of allowing inter-country
adoptions to take place, where justified and
approptate, in those special cases.” | applaud
the European Parliament in offering this assur-
ance lthat they will not stand in the way of
these adoptions.

I am hopeful, Mr. Speaker, that this action
by the European Parliament will embolden au-
thorities in Romania to look again at the cases
which have been pending. Given this reassur-
ance that resolving the pipeline cases will not
jeopardize their efforts toward accession, |
would hope that the authorities would consider
the cases only with the best interests of the
children in mind. They have heard the Euro-
pean Parliament speak with one voice in favor
of adoptions for these pipeline cases.

Mr. Speaker, for these children who had al-
ready had a loving adoptive family identified, |
encourage the Romanians to examine these
cases with alacrity and transparency. Such a
priority could mean this Christmas would be
filled with renewed hope for hundreds of chil-
dren and the prospects of a permanent home
in the New Year.

————

HONORING THE T75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BRIGHT TEMPLE
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 16, 2005

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Spaker, | rise today to
recognize the 75th year of existence of the
Bright Temple Church of God in Christ in
Shelbyville, Tennessee. This fine church in
Bedford County has experienced many
changes since it first opened its doors in 1930,
but the congregation’s spirit of compassion
and fellowship remains the same.

In the midst of the Great bepression, Clar-
ence Garfield Bright founded The Church of
God in Christ. Eventually, the name was
changed in his honor to Bright Temple Church
of God in Christ. In the 1950s, the church be-
came home to revivals that attracted evangel-
ists from across the nation. And in 1964, the
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